
�The Victory Neighborhood 
Association (ViNA) was 
incorporated as a not- for – 
profit corporation within the 
State of Minnesota in April 
of 1992. This year, we  will 
mark the 15th year of the 
organization’s existence. As 
stated in the articles of in-
corporation the mission  of 
ViNA is to.. “protect and 
promote neighborhood in-
terests and the health, safety 
and general welfare of the 
residents within the organi-
zation’s geographic jurisdic-
tion in a non-partisan, edu-
cational and cooperative 
manner.”  
  The first few years of 
ViNA were spent building 
the organization  with vol-
unteers from the neighbor-
hood who were committed 
to furthering the mission. 
They worked  together to 
develop a vision for the 
neighborhood and  goals, 
objectives and strategies for 
reaching that  vision. Out of 
this came the Phase I NRP 
Neighborhood Action Plan 
(NAP) , which was ap-
proved by the Minneapolis 
City Council in December 
of 2000.  
  Once the NAP was ap-
proved, ViNA opened an 
office at 2200 44th Ave No. 
and hired part time staff to 
implement the strategies 
they had developed . Since 
that time through GMHC 
and the Housing Resource 

Center, ViNA has invested  
more than $500,000 in 
home improvement loans 
and grants. In addition they 
have invested  $250,000 in 
band equipment and a com-
puter lab at Loring School 
and the playground in Vic-
tory Park, $120,000  in the 
Camden Physicians Clinic 
and business development 
and facade improvements in 
the neighborhood and hopes  
to leverage $15,000 into  
additional  investment for 
the Ryan Lake Trail Project.  
ViNA also holds in reserve 
$50,000 intended to be in-
vested in additional technol-
ogy  at Webber Park Library 
when it reopens and is ex-
panded.  
  In addition ViNA provides 
support and grants to  
neighborhood block clubs, 
has supported the commu-
nity garden and Kid’s 
Cook’s program at Loring 
School , and formed the 
ViNA Youth Corps, a group 
of neighborhood youth that 
provide  senior and disabled 
residents with help with 
their outdoor chores . ViNA 
conducts a variety of com-
munity building events such 
as the annual Ice Cream 
Social , the Garage Sale, the 
band concerts at the flag-
pole, the Holiday Lights 
contest and in partnership 
with other neighborhoods , 
Heritage Days and Holiday 
on 44th. ViNA is recog-

nized by the city as the offi-
cial representative and liai-
son for neighborhood resi-
dents and as such will be 
working with  Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation staff on 
the rehabilitation of Victory 
Memorial Drive.  
  Who is ViNA? It is YOU. 
Membership is open to all 
residents and business own-
ers in  the Victory 
Neighborhood. The Board 
of Directors is comprised of 
neighborhood volunteers 
who govern the organization 
and are  elected at the an-
nual meeting in September.  
 In 2004 VINA was recog-
nized by the IRS as a  501
(c) (3) organization. With  
funding for NRP  scheduled 
to end in 2009 ViNA must 
look for other sources of 
funds to continue the mis-
sion . Please consider mak-
ing a tax deductible dona-
tion to : 
ViNA 
2200 44th Ave No. 
Minneapolis, MN 55412 
Support the organization 
that supports the  
Neighborhood ! 
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The Warren’s regular hours are Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM and weekends 
by appointment at 612-703-9609. 
 
A & N Victory Market—A Friendly 
General Store for Neighborhood 
Needs—like The Warren, our newest 
neighborhood business is also owned 
and operated by a 
Victory resident.  
The A & N Market, 
owned and operated 
by Margaret 
Awasum, is located 
at 4155 Thomas 
Avenue and offers a 
wide range of dis-
count and bargain items intended to 
suit the daily consumer needs of 
neighbors without having to leave the 
neighborhood. From toys to toilet pa-
per, personal care products to baby 
items, beauty supplies to cleaning sup-
plies, and blank CD’s/DVD’s to dis-
count music, if you need it, there is a 
good chance the A & N stocks it.  And, 
if they don’t stock what you are look-
ing for, just talk to Margaret as she is 
always looking for suggestions on the 
type of items the community would 
like to see in stock. Although A & N 
was unable to get city approval to sell 
grocery items, Margaret’s proven com-

��The Warren: An Artists Habitat—
Our Hotspot for Arts & Entertainment.  
Since opening in June 2006, Victory 
resident and business owner Duane 
Atter has been successfully turning an 
old service garage into a hub of artistic 
activity. Located at the intersection of 
Osseo Road and 44th, The Warren’s 
mission is to provide a place for local 
artists to display their work and share 
information about their research and 
artistic techniques. Atter himself is a 
nature and wildlife photographer whose 
vivid works are always on display and 
for sale, along with a steady schedule 
of refreshing visual and performing 
arts.  In January, the gallery displayed 
the work of Christi Furnas titled Crazy 
in Love and in February The Warren 
underscores its commitment to commu-
nity with a showing by young artists 
from Patrick Henry and Cityview 
schools. Performances by Camden’s 
own Workhouse Theatre have be-
come a fixture at The Warren. You can 
see for yourself what The Pulse had to 
say about The Warren at http://
www.tcdailyplanet.net/node/3282.  
Visit www.thewarrenhabitat.com for 
more information on performances, 
openings, art shows and fairs and plan 
a visit to The Warren…you could even 
follow it up with coffee or dinner at 
Rix, Papa’s, Emily’s, or Steamworks! 

mitment to community keeps her moti-
vated to succeed with the sale of general 
merchandise for now and the hopes of 
other items down the road. Having left a 
position as a food shelf coordinator at 
Northpoint Health and Wellness Center 
to establish the A & N Market, Margaret 
also serves as community HIV coordina-
tor for the Red Cross and plans to put 

some of A & N’s profits 
toward Project Valen-
tine, an HIV Awareness 
program she founded 
and that also conducts 
educational dramas 
about HIV for the Min-
nesota Department of 
Health.  The A & N 

Market is open Monday-Saturday 8:30 
AM to 8:00 PM and Sunday, 11:00 AM 
to 6:00 PM.and offers free delivery for 
seniors and other home bound persons. 
 
Business News and Notes—More funds 
remain in the ViNA Business Matching 
Grant program, so if you are a neighbor-
hood business, contact ViNA to learn 
more about how we can help you with 
exterior improvements.  To report busi-
ness events or to volunteer for the ViNA 
business committee, contact the ViNA 
Office at 612-529-9558. 
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