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Purpose: The purpose of this program is to maintain a high quality housing stock and promote safety and affordability for all housing properties, including owner-occupied and rental, by offering rebates to reimburse residents and property owners who make safety-enhancing improvements to their property. 

Grant Pool and Program Overview: The Victory Neighborhood Association (ViNA) will make available $8,000 of Phase II NRP funds to reimburse Victory Neighborhood residents for improvements that will enhance the safety of their property they own or reside at. Property may be defined as streets, alleys, yards and dwellings. The funds will be distributed by ViNA in the form of rebates to reimburse property owners / dwellers for up 50% of their out-of-pocket cost of such improvements. The maximum rebate will be $125. 

Eligibility: All Victory Neighborhood residents who live in owner -occupied or rental homes located within the geographic boundaries of Victory Neighborhood, as well as all rental property owners owning property within Victory Neighborhood, and who plan to use the rebate for security enhancements to a dwelling located in Victory, shall be eligible for the rebate. Residents who live in the rental homes must have written approval of the property owner prior to making the improvements. 

Recipients will be permitted only one grant per year. Up to three (3) residents neighbors on one block can pool their grants for joint projects that benefit them all, such as alley lighting or security cameras. 

Process: Applicants must complete the attached rebate consideration form. Full details of the proposed safety improvement must be provided in the appropriate section of the form. Once this has been done, the applicant must either attend a Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) CCP /SAFE Home Safety Demonstration or schedule a Home Security Check with the MPD Crime Prevention Specialist (CPS) assigned to Victory Neighborhood. 

Applicants must obtain on the rebate consideration form the signature of the CPS verifying either attendance at the workshop or completion of the Home Security Check, as well as the CPS approval of the security improvements for their home. 

Once the proposed improvements are approved by CPS, the property owner or dweller may proceed with purchasing and installing the safety enhancements. Before and after photos must be submitted with all receipts to the affidavit portion of the rebate form. The rebate form is then submitted to ViNA. After all documentation is verified, ViNA will issue a check for 50% of the cost of all the eligible improvements, up to $125. 

Eligible Improvements: Safety Improvements that will be reimbursed at 50% must meet minimum standards as recommended by CCP /SAFE (see attached for details). Examples of improvements that may be approved by CCP/SAFE include , but are not limited to: 

· Steel exterior doors 

· Security storm doors 

· Deadbolt locks and security strike plates on all exterior doors, including garage service doors 

· Reinforcement of windows within 3 ½ feet of a door lock with grillwork, or polycarbonate 

· Grillwork or glass block for basement or garage windows 

· Exterior dusk-to-dawn or motion lights 

· Window pins for double hung windows, slide guards for sliding door/windows 

· Home alarm systems - the cost of the system and installation only, not the ongoing monitoring fees. 

· Exterior security cameras 

· Additional alley lighting 

Ineligible Expenses: 

· All ongoing maintenance, monitoring and operational costs 

· Bars on basement or garage windows 

· Installation labor costs if labor is performed by home owner, tenant or property owner. (Installation labor costs if done by a professional are eligible expenses). 

· Maintenance or replacement costs for security items already installed and deemed by CPS to be secure. 
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